Magistretti
on a magic
broomstick

CO MAGISTRETTI Is Italian. Very.
u could tell this by his rapid hand move-
nt alone. He is also an architect and
igner of world renown. Eleven of his
miture and lighting designs are in the
manent collection of the Museum of
dern Art, New York (most of the
igns illustrated here are included) and
has won a succession of orher accolades.
e first-ever chair he designed, a rush-
ted o.e with bright red frame (also
istrated ), became as much a symbol of
+ Sixties as mini skirts and Op Art.
is now a classic, still sold by Habitar.

Although based in Milan, Magistretti
ently elected to spend part of every year
Britain, a decision which coincides with
. launching here of his new range of
niture. It is called Broomstick; the
iic components are broomstick-shaped
1 form the legs of laminate-topped tables,
+ supports for canvas-slung chairs and
ols, the framework of a ﬁlatstand and
ykshelves. Each piece folds up and the
lection, of which there are 12 designs
date, is intended as an inexpensive
ige as opposed to many of his other

ngns which, although beautiful, are
cey. Broomstick price tags go from
1.50 for the hatstand to £153 for the

rican Queen chair in which Magistretti
3 in the photograph.
je explains the lean lines of his
niture thus: “[ think if you have to
y an armchair you have to spend a
tune. [ wanted to create furniture at
ow cost with a strong image. We have
face a power-crisis period so I think
wple must get used to simple furniture.
e foam 1in upholstery comes from
‘roleum so there will be a problem. But
lon’t think it is necessarily a sad thing.
the contrary, to be forced to be
nparatively simple will be very good
the design world. A kind of
binson Crusoe approach — to make from
ngs which are already available.” As
wgistretti has done with his broomstick
igns, although his are in an upmarket
nganyikan walnut. “ People are bored
h plastic. They are surrounded by it in
ports, cars, offices. People like to touch
od and live with it.”
Fhe light in the foreground is also a
~ Magistretti design, for Artemide (an
lian lighting and furniture company)
1 is designed with energy-saving in
ad, as well as a little “magic:” an
portant element for a designer to include,
emphasises. “It’s the job of a designer
transform reality intc a little magic.
ther like a Magritte painting, he shows
‘mal things but with a strange angle.”
with the light he has reversed the
al principle of a large lampshade and
all base: his light shines down [rom
‘mall ceramic bowl onto the large round
se and bounces off it. The wattage
only 20 (it dims to five), but unfor-
1a what you save on electricity you

Vico Magistretti, designer and archi-
tect, sitting in (** 1 like to be kept as in
a cuddle ') and surrounded by, his new
range of furniture which is appro-:
priately called Broomstick. Which is.

designs,

Some of Magistretti’s past
from left: stacking fibreglass and
plastic tables, £32 each, by Artemide.
Chair with fold-down back (there is
also a sofa) from £375, and bookcase
in stained or natural beech, from £287.
Both by Cassina. Floor standing light.
£307 (table version £100), by Artemide.
Rush-seated chair with arms, £40, with-

lose when buying it—it costs around £145.

What has Magistretti noted of British
design so far ? That at international fur-
niture fairs our stands seem to have noth-
ing but reproductions; that good young
designers have a very hard time with manu-
facturers who lack the courage to produce
their designs: that the British public is
conservative (and poor, “but if you are
poor it is not necessary to buy ugly "),
that our art school education is impressive
(there are no such institutions in lialy,
only architectural schools).

He has already been approached by one

his personal favourite .of the many
pieces he has designed?. That award
goes to the bookshelves illustrated be-
low. “ I think they have verv much the
same flavour as the Broomstick range.”

out £29.50, at Hahitat branches and alsn
at Cassina. Fibreglass and plastc
chair, £81.50, bv Artemide. For stock-
ists, contact Artemide, 9 Brighton
Terrace, London SWY and Cuassina,
Heath Hall, Wakeficld, Yorks. 'The
Broomstick range is in selected shops
next month. For details, write to 116
College Road, London SE21.

British furniture company, Collins & Haves
and has plans to produce some lighting,
but design life will be very different here.
In Ttaly the enthusiasm and compact
efficiency of many companies meant that
he could make a rough sketch of a light
and within three days be presented with
a prototype. This instant approach keeps
a design fresh, alive and exciting. The
Broomstick range was conceived, credtced
and launched within nine months, “like a
baby.” One can’t imagine how that could
ever happen here.

Maureen Walker
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